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There was an extensive purge of Sofis Unlversity gtudents in 1949,
well over 1,000 students were expelled in June of that

year,/ estimate the total enrollment in the University at

_that time at from 15,000 to 20,000, The main purge, in June, did not 25x1
affect any of the students in the Philology Department!| -

I — _ | The Philology Department was very small at that time and
had only about 100 students. The medical school had the largest ~  25X1
number of expellees, certainly more than 500. | | the 25x1

buildings of the medical school at the time of the purge and seelng
long lists of expelled students posted on the bullebin boards., A
large percentage of the medical students who were expelled had
formerly been officers 1n the Bulgarian Army, a fact which,

was in itself sufficient to cause expulsion.  25X1

|the reason for the purge was to keep out of the .
University all young people who seemed unlikely to corpevate'witp'and25X1
work for the Communlsts in the future. Thus, those who were dls- - -
gatisfied with the regime and expreased thelr dissatisfaction, or -
those whose family background seemed susplclous from a Communist point
of view, were moved out of the University. -Perhaps this was partly to
make room for "more reliable" students. '

Some of the students expelled from Sofia University ir June 1949 later
received permission to re-enter the University and to continue their
studies. Although there appeared to have been "quite a few" such
cases,| | the number was insignificant in compar’ .. with the

total number of expellees. s 25X1
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A smaller number of persons was expelled in the Fall of 19&3! -

including several astudents from the Philology Department, | \ 25X1
/| _Tone such case/ ' L

Some time 1ateri;44444ja young man named TSANKOV who said he had
been expelled from the technical school of the University 1in June

1949, apparently because of his name, although he was 1n no way y
related to the famlly of Aleksandr TSANKOV. . §

e

L there were no open signs of current unrest among
students at Sofia Universilty for the simple reason that the students 25X1
were afrald to speak openly of their discontent and dissatisfaction,
\ | the vast majorlty of students were not satisfied

with the University or with their education and belleve that the 25X1
chief reasons for this dissatisfaction were:

a. The method of selectlng gstudents for entrance into the
Universlty;

b. Compulsory politlcal courses;
¢. Compulsory military training; and

d. Ig,the case of philology students, the requirement that
orie major must be Russian philology.

CONFIDENTIAL

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/06/20 : CIA-RDP82-00046R000200310009-6



Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/06/20 : CIA-RDP82-00046R000200310009-6

25X1

0\0
<

Q“’O’Q

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/06/20 : CIA-RDP82-00046R000200310009-6



